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cost more than 17 lakhs, but the net profits average only about
i-| per cent. The line also runs for 22 miles through the Chhabra
district of Tonk, but this portion is now owned by the Gwalior
State.

A metre-gauge line is now being constructed by the Jaipur Darbar
between its capital and Sawai Madhopur, a distance of 73 miles. The
first 40 miles as far as Nawai have recently been opened for traffic.

Another line which is under construction and should greatly benefit
the south-eastern States is that between Nagda in Gwalior and Muttra.

It would be difficult to overestimate the benefits which the railway
has conferred on the inhabitants, particularly during periods of famine.
Without it, thousands of persons and cattle would have died in 1899-
1900. It has had the effect of levelling and steadying prices, and
preventing local distress from disorganizing rural economy, and has
brought about the general advancement of material prosperity by
stimulating the cultivation of marketable produce. As for the influ-
ence which railways have exercised on the habits of the people, it
may be said that they have a tendency to relax slightly the observance
of caste restrictions, and to introduce a good deal of Hindustani and
a sprinkling of English words into everyday use.

The total length of metalled roads is about 1,190 miles, and of
unmetalled roads 2,360 miles; of these, 250 miles are maintained by
the British Government, and the rest by the various States and
chiefships. The use of roads for through communication has declined
since the introduction of the railway. The first great road constructed
in the country was that between Agra and Deesa, running for about
360 miles through the States of Bharatpur, Jaipur, Kishangarh,
Jodhpur, and Sirohi. It was constructed between 1865 and 1875,
partly at the cost of the States concerned, and partly from Imperial
funds, and, except for the last 28 miles, was metalled throughout;
but it has now been superseded by the railway, and is kept up merely
as a fair-weather communication. Another important road built about
the same time was that connecting Nasirabad and Nimach; but the
Rajputana-Malwa Railway now runs close to and parallel with it, and it
is rarely used. The chief metalled roads at present maintained by
Government are those between Nasirabad and Deoli, passing through
parts of Jaipur and Kishangarh, and between Mount Abu and Abu
Road in Sirohi. The States with the greatest lengths of metalled roads
are Jaipur (292 miles), Bharatpur (165 miles), Kotah (143 miles), and
Udaipur (142 miles).

The country carts vary greatly in size, but all are of old-fashioned
type. In some cases the bottom of the cart is level, while in others
it is curved, the back part being nearer to the ground in order to
facilitate unloading. The wheels are seldom tired. In some of the